




We are excited to announce that this past summer, we were awarded a prestigious and signi�cant grant from the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation to bolster graduate student fellowships.  It is a challenge grant where the Mellon Foundation provides 
$1.25 million and Bu�alo State is charged with raising $750,000 in cash by June 2017.  �e resulting $2 million endowment 
fund will ensure continuous support for future generations of professional conservators.  

We were founded in 1970 as the Cooperstown Graduate Program in the Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works, 
a�liated with the SUNY College at Oneonta. Since its founding, the department has o�ered a master of arts degree and 
certi�cate of advanced study in art conservation following a three year program of study. In 1983, the program transferred to 
Bu�alo State, and relocated to the campus in 1987. �e department today occupies a superb modern facility in Rockwell 
Hall, expressly designed to support conservation teaching and research. Bu�alo State’s Art Conservation Department is one of 
the leading programs of its kind in North America. We accept only 10 students a year and our competitive three-year gradu-
ate program trains conservators of �ne art and material cultural heritage. Graduates can be found in the conservation labs of 
major institutions across the United States, including the National Gallery of Art, the Library of Congress, and the Museum 
of Modern Art in New York. Students have a rigorous three year full-time course load that does not allow them to have any 
type of part time employment. To help our students with their living expenses and to allow them to focus on 
their studies, we provide all of our students with modest educational fellowships. �is support is crucial to 
their success in the program and also helps our department to attract the best and brightest applicants to 
Bu�alo State.

�is Mellon Challenge Grant will signi�cantly help our department to 
solidify its student fellowship program, however, to meet this 
challenge, we need your help to meet our match. Please 
consider a gift to help us succeed and ensure that our students 
will continue to be leaders in the �eld of conservation.

“Speaking as a recent graduate, I can easily say that the student 
fellowships made the di�erence between being able to whole-
heartedly pursue my career goals, and having to put my plans 
on the back burner. I left Bu�alo State feeling completely 
prepared to hit the ground running. In short, I would 
absolutely not be where I am today without the 
assistance provided through the student fellowships. 
I am forever indebted to the various individual 
donors and foundations that believed in Bu�alo 
State and its students enough to make our 
educations this rich and rewarding.”   
Kari Kipper Dodson

YES! I would like to contribute to the Andrew W. Mellon 
Challenge Grant Match for Gradute Student Fellowships:Please make checks payable to:

Bu�alo State College Foundation Inc.

Send this form, along with payment to:
Art Conservation Department
Bu�alo State College
Attn: Meredeth Lavelle
1300 Elmwood Avenue, Rockwell Hall 230
Bu�alo, NY  14222-1095

All donations will be acknowledged by the Bu�alo 
State College Foundation. �ey will forward you 
the proper paperwork necessary for tax purposes.

$1,000 _____ $500 _____ $250 _____ $150 _____ Other $______

Name __________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City / State / Zip __________________________________
E-mail ____________________ Phone________________
�is gift is in honor of _____________________________

Kari Kipper Dodson
Class of 2011
Assistant Objects Conservator, Menil Collection

Your gift is tax deductible as allowed by law. 
�ank you for your generous support!
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I would like my name to appear in acknowledgements as follows:
_____________________________________

I would like to remain anonymous.




